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Hemorrhage following Vaginal Hysterectomy.—M endes de Leon 
(Zentralbl. /. Gyn., 1906, No. 40) reports a case in which clamps were used, 
which were removed at the end of twenty-four hours. On the seventh 
day such a profuse hemorrhage occurred that the patient became almost 
pulseless, but it was controlled bv tamponade and she afterward made a 
good recovery. De Leon stated that this was the first case in which 
he had observed hemorrhage after the damp-operation and attributed 
it to the opening of a large artery following the usual sloughing process. 
This was less likely to occur, he thought, when ligatures were used. In 
the discussion of this subject before the Dutch Gynecological Sodety, 
Strata said that he had abandoned the use of damps in vaginal hyster¬ 
ectomy because the patient had more pain than when ligatures were 
applied, the operation was less dear and exact, and there was more dan¬ 
ger of secondary hemorhage. He was accustomed to dosesthe peri¬ 
toneum. He generally used from twelve to fourteen ligature , but the 
operation seldom consumed more than five or ten minutes more than 
the damp operation. 


Intra- abdominal Shortening of the Bound Ligaments.— Sperling 
( Ztsch . /. Gyn., November 7, 1906, p. 206) commends this operation 
highly for the following reasons: (1) Freedom from danger. (2) 
Infrequency of recurrence, espedally after parturition. (3) Avoid¬ 
ance of the risk of interruption of pregnancy. (4) The eliminating of 
subsequent dysmenorrhcea. (5) Avoidance of adhesions and conse¬ 
quent intestinal obstruction. (6) The danger of hernia is lessened by 
employing the transverse incision. (7) Adhesions overlooked during 
the examination are discovered and broken up. (8) Subsequent con¬ 
ception is rendered more probable. (9) There is less danger of dis¬ 
placing the tubes and thus forming the occurrence of ectopic gestation. 
(10) The uterus is more likely to oe retained in its normal position in 
the pelvis. In general Sterling prefers intraperitoneal shortening of the 
ligaments to vaginal fixation or Alexanders operation. 


Drainage of the Peritoneal Cavity.— D’Erchla (Rassegna diost. e gin; 
Zentralbl. /. Gyn., 1906, No. 40) distinguishes peritoneal from retro¬ 
peritoneal drainage, meaning by the latter term that the peritoneum is 
sutured over the gauge dram. He also refers to “prophylactic” and 
“curative” drainage. He believes that in complicated cases drain¬ 
age should reduce the mortality from 20 to 3 or 4 per cent A series of 
seventy-two cases is appended in which abdominal drainage with gauge 
was employed in eleven, and vaginal in forty-seven. (It is interesting 
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to note the unwavering faith of the writer in a method which is 
fast becoming obsolete. Most surgeons now regard drainage as rather 
an unfortunate necessity and resort to it only when absolutely necessary. 
It is a question if gauze is not really used for tamponade, rather than 
for its capillary action—H. C. C.) 

Examina tion of the Stomach in Pelvic Troubles.— Winkler (BcrL 
klin. Woch ., 1906, No. 33) reports forty-one cases in which he examined 
the stomach contents. ‘In only 29.9 per cent, was the secreting func¬ 
tion normal. Hence, the deduction mat the gastric symptoms accom¬ 
panying uterine displacements, pelvic tumors, etc., are mainly due to 
disturbances of the secretory and motor functions. Gastroptosis was 
noted in eighteen out of thirty-one cases. 

Winkler concludes that hyperchlorhydria is common in connection 
with pelvic troubles, and that treatment directed to the latter alone has 
little effect on the gastric condition. 


Aspirin in Gynecology.— Cuidichimo (Ann. di oat. c gin.; Zcntralbl. 
f. Gyn., 1906, No. 40) reports the results of a scries of experiments with 
dogs, in which he found that the lethal dose was about one-half grain to 
each two pounds of body weight. Large doses caused temporary low¬ 
ering^ of the arterial tension and slowing of the pulse; the heart sounds 
remained regular except when the dose exceeded the therapeutic limit, 
nor was there any change in temperature or the respirations. Aspirin 
exercises a decided contracting action upon smooth muscles, especially 
those of the uterus, whether gravid or non-gravid, the effect being 
noted from fifteen to thirty minutes after administration of the drug. 
Therapeutically Chidichimo advises that from 30 to 45 grains be ad¬ 
ministered daily. He has never observed any ill effects. 

Metaplastic Processes in Uterine Polyps.— Katjfmann (Abstract of 
Monograph in Zcntralbl. f. Gyn., 1906, No. 39) presents the results of 
his studies of serial sections of cervical polyps, the pedicles of which were 
covered with cylindrical epithelium, wnile the distal portions presented 
several layers of squamous cells. He believes that tne latter represent 
a metaplastic process and eventually replace the cylindrical epithelium. 
Hence the inference that in so-called “combined” carcinomas of the 
uterus, in which both squamous and glandular epithelium are found, the 
former replaces the latter over certain areas. 


Epithelioma of the Uterus and Vagina.— Bjorkenheim (.4 6s. of Mono, 
in Zcntralbl. /. Gyn., 1906, No. 39) found in the endometrium of young 
subjects yellow spots, which, on microscopic examination, presented 
the appearance 01 ordinary squamous epithelium, the cells having large 
nuclei disposed in rows parallel with the surface. The line of demarca¬ 
tion between the vaginal and uterine mucous membranes was thus clearly 
defined, though it differed in different specimens. 

Lutein Cysts and Chorio epithelioma.— Burger (Zcntralbl. f. Gyn., 
1906, No. 39) presented to the Vienna Obstetrical Society a specimen 
from a patient aged thirty-two years, who, after missing three menstrual 



